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altar of Anglo-American friendship. It was not until
1909 that an International Joint Commission, com-
posed solely of Canadians and Americans, was estab-
lished to facilitate the study and solution of American
problems in which Canada and the United States
shared a common interest. This did not yet constitute
a recognition, on the part of Washington, of a Canada
master of its own destiny, and the time had not yet
come when Uncle Sam, in his relations with the other
American countries, was to replace the policy of "the
big stick," so dear to the heart of the first Roosevelt,
by the "good neighbour" policy. Feeding still on the
fear of being devoured by the American ogre, the
Canadian voter, in 1911, rejected the offer made by
Washington of a new commercial reciprocity treaty.
London had, at that period, not yet ceased to be the
heart and the head of the Empire.

On 4 August 1914, whether it wished or not, Canada
was at war with Germany. We know already that the
United States' neutrality suffered nothing from the
close proximity of a belligerent country and that
Canada's contribution to the war effort of the Allies
was influenced neither for good or ill by the attitude of
Washington, before or after 1917. Canada's effort was
all the more meritorious because the country was in no
way prepared for it, and because, contrary to what
happened during the second World War, no one could
tell what side the United States would finally favour.

If the war budget of the Dominion in 1914 was six
times greater than the budget fifteen years earlier, it
still did not exceed $20,000,000 and represented only
one small part of the total budget. Canada had no
army, except a few militia regiments, whose total